44                          SPACE   AND   GEOMETRY
fairly well whether one body will coincide with another,—whether a pole lying flat on the ground will reach to a certain height. Our sensations of space are, however, subject to physiological circumstances, which can never be absolutely identical for the members compared. In every case, rigorously viewed, a memory-trace of a sensation is necessarily compared with a real sensation. If, therefore, it is a question of the exact spatial relationship of bodies to one another, we must provide characteristics that depend as little as possible on physiological conditions, which are so difficult to control.
MEASUREMENT.
This is accomplished by comparing bodies with bodies. Whether a body A coincides with another body By whether it can be made to occupy exactly the space filled by the other—that is, whether under like circumstances both bodies produce the same space-sensations—can be estimated with great precision. We regard such bodies as spatially or geometrically equal in every respect,—ay congruent. The character of the sensations is here no longer authoritative; it is now solely a question of their equality or inequality. If both bodies are rigid bodies, we can apply to the second body B all the experiences which we have gathered in connection with the first, more convenient, and more easily transportable, standard body A. We shall revert later to the circumstance that it is neither necessary nor possible to employ a special body of comparison,sensations. We knowr with the tirades of Lactantiuso remark that physiologicalrans.   Page 59.7.
